
Outstanding Alumni Award Recipients 
UW-Waukesha Friends & Alumni Association 

 
 

Beginning in 1983 this award is given annually to an alumna/us. Criteria are: 
 
1. Outstanding academic, civic or professional, accomplishments. 
2. Contributions to UW-Waukesha as a student or alum 
3. Having completed work at UW-Waukesha at least ten years ago. 
  
  

Award 
Year 

 
Name 

 
Years Attended and Information 

 
1983 

 
Dale Guldan 
Deceased  
May, 2005 

 
1973-75, Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel Photographer; 
named Wisconsin photographer of the year for 4 
consecutive years in the 1980’s 

 
1984 

 
Sally Sheedy 
No Address 

 
1967-68 worked for Miller Brewing Recruiter; served on 
F&A Board. First alum to serve 

 
1985 

 
Kathy Falk 

 
1969-71 Wisconsin Public Intervenor; currently Dane 
County Executive 

 
1986 

 
Tom Mihal 

 
1967-69 Student Government President, Senior partner in 
law firm; on F&A Board and served as president  1984-85 

 
1987 

 
Gail Dustin 

 
1971-Sociology Department Honor Student; Medical 
Social Worker for Waukesha Memorial; F&A Board 
member since 1996 

 
1988 

 
Aline Lopez 
Deceased  
April 26, 2008 

 
1974-77 Active Waukesha Volunteer; La Casa de 
Esperanza; St. Joseph's Church 

 
1989 

 
Dorothy Green 
 

 
1971-74  Social Worker for Waukesha Department of  
Social Services; F&A Board member & President 1985-87 

 
1990 

 
Sue Wilcox 

 
1966-68 Financial Aid Advisor on Campus 1984-89 

 
1991 

 
Richard Land 

 
1967-69 Price Waterhouse accountant in Curacao,  Saudi 
Arabia and currently in Nigeria 

 
1992 

 
Dan Vrakas 

 
1976 Ran Paul's Restaurant in Waukesha; helped to build 
the greenhouse at Field Station; elected to 31st district 
assembly in 1990; Currently Waukesha County Executive 

   



1993  
Larry McDonald 

 
1976-79 Student Government President; married Ellen 
Bartel (alum) and has worked as an ad hoc instructor in 
music on campus; he and Ellen own a music store in 
Hartland and the Waukesha County Conservatory of 
Music 

 
1994 

 
Mary Boehnlein 

 
1978-81 President of Student Government; founding 
member of New Horizons, adult student organization; 
Private law practice; F&A Board member & President in 
1990-91; also served on the UW Colleges Board of 
Visitors 

 
1995 

 
Joan Finley 

 
1975-78 Coordinator of Adult Programming for the 
Pallottine Priests and Brothers in Milwaukee; many 
volunteer activities in Waukesha 

 
1996 

 
Ellen Morris-
Gutierrez 

 
1972-1975 Director of Community Affairs and Publication 
at Carroll College; previous director of RSVP (Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program) and on the Waukesha School 
Board. 

 
1997 

 
Lynn Knight 

 
1970-74 currently Director of University Relations at UW-
Waukesha 

 
1998 

 
David Elmer 

 
1971-74 and 78-80 own accounting firm; married Louise 
Goergen (Alum)  F& A Board President in 1988-89 and 
Foundation President 1990-91 

 
1999 

 
David & Ann 
(Hanson) 
Rodrigues 

 
1981-1983 owners of David and Goliath Builders of 
Pewaukee founded months before they were married; 
both active in MBA (Metropolitan Builders) Association; 
Parade of Homes. David serves on the MBA arbitration 
committee and Board of Directors; Ann serves on the 
MBA's sales and marketing council. Ann served on F&A 
Foundation Board 

 
2000 

 
Ellen (Bartel) 
McDonald 

 
1978-1980 owner of Hartland Music Center and 
Waukesha County Conservatory of Music, Hartland. 
Professional pianist. On campus active in Madrigals and 
won Music Dept. award. Married to Larry McDonald 

 
2001 Joan Berg 

(Crnkovich) 
1973-75; earned degree in nursing from UW-Milwaukee in 
1978. Worked at Elmbrook Hospital; Served on F&A 
Board 1983-1995; secretary in 85-86 and vice president in 
88-89, 92-93 and 93-94 

 
2002 Robb & Suzanne 

Schuelke 
 

 
Suzanne (Flickinger) Schuelke and Robb 1985-87; 
B.A. UW-Milwaukee Robb in Business; Suzanne in 



Communications. She went on for a M.A. Owners of 
Children’s Learning Center Pewaukee. Robb served on 
F&A Board 

 
2003 

Mary Winze Adult student 1979-83; UW-Milwaukee 83-86 BBA in 
Marketing. Works at Grimstads. Worked on F&A Board 
since 1994 Secretary; President 1997-2000; and 2001-
2003. Also Vice President 

2004 David Weber 1986-1988 Associate Degree; Computing Services 
Director at UW-Waukesha since 1988 

2005 Kris Radish 1971- then UW-Milwaukee 1975 majoring in Journalism. 
Author: Run, Bambi, Run; The Birth Order Effect; The 
Elegant Gatherin of White Snows; Dancing Naked at the 
Edge of Dawn;Annie Freeman’s Fabulous Traveling 
Funeral.  Also inducted in the Athletic Hall of Fame in 2005 
for fencing. 

2006 Elizabeth Jozwiak 1983- 85; UW-Milwaukee B.A. in History and Political 
Science 1987; M.A. from UW-Madison in 1989 and Ph.D. 
in 1997. Assistant Professor of History at UW-Rock. 

2007 Bonnie Birk 1973-1976;  Carroll College, B.S. in Psychology and UW-
Whitewater M.S. in guidance and counseling. Ph.D. 
Marquette in religious studies. 
F&A Board: committees Outstand Alum selection, Sweet 
Rewards, Scholarship and Festival of Trees. Serves as 
liaison with Foundation. Won the 2007 Celebration of 
Giving Award from the Waukesha Co. Community 
Foundation (with husband); co-chaired the 2003 campaign 
for a new Women’s Center of Waukesha facility. Published 
Christine de Pizan and Biblical Wisdom: A Feminist-
Theological Point of View 2005. 

2008 Barbara Bache-
wiig 

Began in 1973 and continued for 30 years. Most classes 
have been in English, art, music, psychology, and 
women’s studies as well as continuing education. BS and 
MS degrees from the University of Minnesota in speech 
language pathology with a minor in reading. She founded 
a program, Adoption Insights, through the YWCA and the 
Mental Health Association. She also started another 
program, Infertility Insights, in conjunction with WCTC and 
the Women’s Health Center at Waukesha Memorial 
Hospital. Most recently has been very active in “The 
Poetry People” doing readings and working on poetry. 

 


